Profiles of Civilian Plutonium Programs
This appendix contains brief descriptions of the current status of the civilian plutonium programs of six major nations—Germany, France, Great Britain, Japan, Russia, and the United States.1 Programs in several of these countries are changing rapidly, as policies face legal and political challenges. The information contained here reflects the situation as it stood in the fall of 1993.
GREAT BRITAIN
Great Britain has 37 operating nuclear power reactors that generate 23 percent of its electricity (12,066 megawatts-electric; MWe). One reactor, which will provide an additional 1,188 MWe, is under construction.2
Basic Policy and Spent Fuel Management Plans. Great Britain has a mixed strategy for managing the spent fuel from its power reactors,3 and no
'Much of the basic information about each nation's programs and plans is drawn from David Albright, Frans Berkhout, and William Walker, World Inventory of Plutonium and Highly Enriched Uranium 1992 (London: Oxford University Press for SIPRI, 1993). Recent developments are generally drawn from nuclear industry press reports; these are noted separately. In addition, Frans Berkhout provided current information on some aspects of various national programs, particularly regarding spent fuel management policies.
2 Information on electricity generation in each country comes from "1992 World Energy Production and Consumption," NUKEM Report, October 1993, p. 50-51.
3 All spent fuel from British MAGNOX reactors is being reprocessed, some spent fuel from its advanced graphite reactors is reprocessed, and no decision has been made on what will be done withfo the Panel on Reactor-Related Options, and additional briefings for individua CIS AC members and staff are not included.and Radiation Safety of Fuel Cycle Installations); Nikolai Bisovka (Director, Department of Nuclear and Radiation Safety of Defense Installations); Vadim Petrov (Director, Scientific Committee); Vladimir Formichev (Director, Nuclear Weapons Department); Yuri Rogozhin (Director, International Relations); others.
